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foreign politics. Moreover, not only was he a great reader,
but a great rider as well; he was fond of all forms of exercise,
and was a mighty hunter. He was humorous, and not with-
out shrewdness. " Bring stools for the ambassadors/* was
his remark when a deputation came from the House of
Commons in 1621, James recognizing that it was becoming,
in some sense, a rival power to himself. " You will li\*e to
have your bellyful of impeachments/* was his prophetic
reply when his son Charles pressed him to sanction the
impeachment of one of his ministers. He was a thoroughly
well-meaning man, with every intention of doing his duty,
" He felt himself/' as it has been humorously put, " as
an enormous brood fowl set over his new kingdom, and
would so fain gather it all under his wings/* He was a man
also of large ideas. In an age of war his motto was JScati
pacifici (Blessed are the peacemakers). In an age of per-
secution he was in favour of toleration, and desired an
understanding with the Pope and a cessation of religious
controversy. Almost alone he saw the great value of the
political union between England and Scotland, a union
which was not, however, to be achieved tili 1707,

Perhaps it is not quite true and even if true it was not his
fault that James, in Macaulay's words, had am ** awkward
figure, a rickety walk, and a slobbering mouth "; but his
personal appearance, if it was neither ludicrous nor dis-
pleasing, was at all events not prepossessing, and his personal
habits were not all of them nice. Unfortunately, however,
apart from that, the defects of James more than counter-
balanced his virtues. He was indolent, averse to taking
trouble, and he refused to think out details. He was timid
and lacking in decision, as he showed in his foreign policy*
He might have large ideas, but they were vague and form-
less. He was prodigiously conceited, and no flattery of thin
" Solomon of England '*, as he was called by his courtiers,
was too fulsome for him; and, finally, he was pedantic and
loquacious to a degree which would have provoked any